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Learning Objectives 

• Utilise the RCN immunisation competency framework  

 

• Identify ways to continue learning 

 

• Locate key immunisation resources 
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Why excellence is essential 

 

• We ask healthy people to come for vaccination 

 

• We determine how many people get vaccinated 

 

• Vaccinating can be complicated 

 

• Needless mistakes happen 
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Where does today fit in? 

Supervised 
Practice 

Theory 

Competent 
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One Code, four themes 

5 

Together they signify good nursing and midwifery practice. 



Revalidation of professional practice: 

The Code is the first step 

6 

Read and practice 

according to 

the Code from 

31 March 2015. 

Undertake CPD  

and reflective 

practice. 

Find out when you 

need to revalidate.  

This happens every 

3 years. 



Immunisation competencies 

Vaccine Advice for CliniCians Service 

First Published 2013 

 

Updated competencies for immunisers  Sep 2015 

 

 

 
Link: 

https://www.rcn.org.uk/professional-

development/publications/pub-005336 
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On your tables 

For a few minutes, please discuss the competency 

framework. Consider: 

 

• The ways in which you might use this 

• Experience of competency frameworks previously 

• Any questions that you have about it 
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Establish a training plan 

• Self assess competency 

• Identify mentor and create plan with them 

 

Supervised practice 

• Feedback and support from mentor 

• Reflection on practice 

• Review and amend training/action plan  

Competence achieved 

• Competency framework signed off 

• Independent practice 

• Continue developing knowledge and skills 

Developing immunisation practice 



Reflection on/in practice 

VACCSline 



Reflective practice practice 

Consider: 

What did you do? 

What are your thoughts? What are your feelings? 

How well/badly did it go? 

What have you learnt? 

What will you differently next time? 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation 

 

Assess your knowledge! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation


Extending knowledge: 

 continued learning 

• Continue developing knowledge 

 

• “Competency” is the beginning 

 

• Immunisation practice is dynamic 

• Immunisers need to be able to self-brief and access 

accurate and reliable resources 
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Essential resources 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation 

Main resource homepage 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation


“The Green Book” 

• Essential reference 

 

• Sets out policy and procedures 

 

• Disease specific chapters 

  

• New chapters for new vaccines 

  

Only use online version 

 

 



•Current issues 

•Planned changes 

•Current campaigns 

•Vaccine supply 

•Safety updates 





Programme specific pages 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/shingles-vaccination-programme 
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 Programme Specific Information 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-

against-pertussis-whooping-cough-for-pregnant-women 
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Other useful publications 
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http://vaccine-schedule.ecdc.europa.eu/Pages/Scheduler.aspx 

Non UK schedules 
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http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/schedules 

Non UK schedules 
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http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/vaccination-schedule-age-checklist.aspx 
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Vaccines in other languages 

• www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appen

dices/B/foreign-products-tables.pdf 
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http://vk.ovg.ox.ac.uk/ 

http://vk.ovg.ox.ac.uk/
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www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-

guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors 
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Immunisation advice for health care 

professionals 

 
• Health Protection Team 

 

• From 1st April 2017: 

• Email: tvhptimms@phe.gov.uk 

 

• For urgent enquiries call Thames Valley: 0344 2253861 

 

mailto:tvhptimms@phe.gov.uk


East Berkshire 

• In East Berkshire immunisation enquiries may also be 

directed to the Immunisation Lead, Dr Marilyn Lansley 

 

• Email: marilyn.lansley@berkshire.nhs.uk 

• Office number 01753 635542 or mobile 0771 247 1375 

• Office number may be given to patients 
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